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Organics extends the boundaries of food and nourishment, beyond the naive limits of production and
profit — into the less quantifiable and broader areas of quality, values, responsibility, and caring for the
wellbeing of all, future generations, the planet and all of life. Thus, to shift from conventional to
genuine organic production requires much more than just learning about alternative techniques — it
requires the ongoing development of our human potential, and this requires identifying and
acknowledging and healing from our psychological wounding, and transforming the maladaptations
that have enabled us to survive in a world that values power and control over love and enabling
individuals to realise their potential. If organics is to have a future, | believe that it will require those
involved to embrace rather than deny and postpone addressing this understanding.

In fact, | think that organics, like all other ‘good’ alternatives, is being held up and limited in its
development by the denial and discomfort associated with discussing and addressing the urgent need
for this essential personal and socio-cultural healing and transformation.

A good starting point is to set aside some time to gain a better understanding of relationships and
relating: within oneself, with others, with the non-human world, and about the complexities of
relationships within that world.

As a researcher, | spent much of my life trying to understand relationships within the soil, and between
arthropod pests and their natural controls and other things that can limit them — both areas of
enormous complexity, and about which we still have only a very rudimentary knowledge.

Yet, from working with farmers, | found that some were much more successful than others, for
example in relating to soils and pests, yet all seemed to have access to roughly the same information.
| came to distinguish between what | recognised as information-based ‘cleverness’ (which could be
measured) from experience and intuition-based ‘wisdom’ (which can’t be measured).

So | started to wonder how to enable the development of this kind of wisdom. | noticed that the ‘wise
farmers’ tended to be calmer, more attentive to and interested in whatever was going on around them,
especially in nature. They had favourite places in nature, and times of day and times of year. Such
discernment requires one to be more at peace within oneself, more fully present in the moment, and
open to deep reflection and creative possibilities.

| first observed this in a very preliminary way while being taught gardening by my grandfather, who
lived with us in England. He had had a very limited education, but he was impressively wise. |
experienced him choosing when, where and how to plant the various crops we grew (which always
grew well), with both great ‘knowing’, yet being unable to explain why! A favourite moment was from
when | was only three, and he had exclaimed that “today’s the day I'm going to plant the taters
(potatoes)” — I, like any small child had asked “why gramps” — he took my hand and we walked out into
the garden, and he looked up into the sky and exclaimed “woor”, and then gazed at the soil, and
uttered “arrr” — and this was his total answer to me! Subsequently | have come to regard this wisdom
element (common, from my experience, in all great organic farmers) as the essential ‘woor and arrr
factor.

Subsequently, when | also trained as a psychotherapist, | recognised these same qualities in
individuals who had successfully recovered from past hurts and become more internally integrated as
whole beings. And my experience was that everyone can achieve this, but sadly relatively few in the
population take the time to do this, and usually only because of experiencing a trauma or other
personal difficulty, or because someone else suggests that they do this. | actually first investigated this
area only because a colleague, who became depressed when her mother died, went into therapy.
Being curious, | decided to go for a single session. | was blown away by my introduction to a whole
other world that | was pretty much unaware of — essentially it was the hidden ‘me’ that | was largely
unaware of! | can’t say that getting to know the deeper ‘me’ was easy (and my investigations
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continue!), but it has been amazingly enriching and has given enormous meaning to my life; and
enabled me to be much more helpful to others.

| won’t go on about this as | have written about it elsewhere; so | have selected a few of my writings in
the bibliography below; and | have listed a few of my favourite psychology references for those who
are ready to embark on this journey of investigation into the depths of one’s being, which can be more
exciting than reading the best detective novels — and the ‘endings’ (or pauses along the road) are
always more personally meaningful! Happy travels.

Selected bibliography of my ‘Personal Development and Agriculture’ writings

Hill, S.B. 1991. Ecological and psychological pre-requisites for the establishment of sustainable prairie
agricultural communities. In: Martin J (ed.) Alternative Futures for Prairie Agricultural
Communities. Faculty of Extension, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB, pp. 197-229.

Hill, S.B. 1998. Redesigning agroecosystems for environmental sustainability: a deep systems
approach. Systems Research and Behavioral Science 15: 391-402.

Hill, S.B. 2001. Achieving agricultural sustainability in Australia by 2020: a social ecology framework.
In: Haidn H (ed.) The best of...Exploring Sustainable Alternatives: An Introduction to Sustainable
Agriculture. Canadian Centre for Sustainable Agriculture, Saskatoon, SK, pp. 135-140.

Hill, S.B. 2005. Social ecology as a framework for understanding and working with social capital and
sustainability within rural communities. In: Dale A & Onyx J (eds.) A Dynamic Balance: Social
Capital and Sustainable Community Development. University of British Columbia Press,
Vancouver, BC, pp. 48-68.

Hill, S.B. 2011. Afterword: Four Key Features of Permaculture (applicable to ‘everything’); and an
Opportunity for the Future (also applicable to ‘everything’). In: Dawborn, K & Smith, C (eds.),
Permaculture Pioneers: Stories from the New Frontier. Melliodora Publishing, Daylesford, VIC, pp.
323-333.

Hill, S.B. 2014. Considerations for enabling the ecological redesign of organic and conventional
agriculture: a social ecology and psychological perspective, Ch. 22 in: S Bellon & S Penvern
(eds.). Organic Farming: Prototype for Sustainable Agricultures. Springer, London, pp. 415-417.

Selected bibliography of my favourite psychology texts (they are mostly old because | am old!)

Herbine-Blank, T., Kerpelman, D. & Sweezy, M. 2015. Intimacy from the Inside Out - Courage and
Compassion in Couple Therapy, Routledge, New York.

Heron, J. 1992. Feeling and Personhood. Sage, London.

Jackins, H. 1978. The Human Side of Human Beings. Rational Island, Seattle.

Johanson, G., Weiss, H. & Monda, L. 2015. Hakomi Mindfulness-Centered Somatic Psychotherapy: A
Comprehensive Guide to Theory and Practice. WW Norton & Co, New York.

Josselson R. 1996. The Space Between Us: Exploring the Dimensions of Human Relationships. Sage,
Thousand Oaks, CA.

Kopp, S. 1974. If You Meet the Buddha on the Road, Kill Him! The Pilgrimage of Psychotherapy
Patients. Lowe & Brydon (Printers), London.

Mahrer A.R. 1989. How To Do Experiential Psychotherapy: A Manual for Practitioners. University of
Ottawa, ON.

Rowan, J. 1992. The Transpersonal: Psychotherapy and Counselling. Routledge, London.

Shem, S. & Surrey, J. 1998. We Have to Talk: Healing Dialogues Between Women and Men. Basic
Books, New York. [see also: www.wcwonline.org]

Stettbacher, J.K. 1991. Making Sense of Suffering: The Healing Confrontation with Your Past. Dutton,
New York.

ISSN 1177-4258 2



